Cookie Monsters

At the modern bake sale, nothing less than your measure

as a mother is at stake By Andrea Curtis

IT COULDM'T HAVE BEEN MORE THAN A MONTH into my son’s fivst year
of sehool when we gal the netice about a balie sale, The class would
be helding a fundraiser in the front hall starting at 8:30 a.m. Would
we bring in our homemade baled goods to raise money for class-
rocm supplies and field trips? Volunteers welcome, Nonuls, please.

Remembering the dedicated ladies of iy hometown churel ba-
waars, wilh their miniature glazed steawberry tarts, coconul and
lemon souares, broswnies, butter tarts, cheese balls, shorthread
and Truitenle—acres and acres of green-and-red-cherry-lecked,
dense-as-a-brick fruiteake—I Felt o tidal wave of panic crushing
my chest, Hewy would Tever ind the time, energy and slill to maleoe
sormelhing worthy of a bake sale? Though [ have always liked bak-
ing, o cavalier approach to measuring and fellowing recipes has,
over the years, yielded mixed results. | nervously Aipped through
oy many shelves of coolibooks—each of them wilh a higgledy-
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piggledy annex of pages lorn from maga-
gines—looking lor something spectacular,
something noone would passup, something
that would being in the funds necessary Lo
gl my four-year-old and his classmates
coloured penecils and Podge, maybe even
admittanee to the Gavdiner Muscum, [set-
tled on my Fail-safe choeolate chip coskie
recipe, Mot Loo thicls, nicely ehewy, loaded
with morsels of mills chacolate goedness
and, if nothing else, nut-free,

Suill, Telid it weith o slightly heavy heart,
certain [was Balling Fae short of the chureh
laznar standard U'd witnessed as a child.
The women of my hormetown’s many con-
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pregalions would po all o for
their annual fundraizers, There
wins the obligatory len—cueum-
ber and cream cheese sand-
wiches on Wonder Brend seryved
with Red Roze in bone china
cups, At the white elephant and
craft sale, erocheted covers thal
disguised unaightly toilet paper
rolls were sold alongside the
emee-ubiguilouns, nowextinet
Lifesavers clown, a half-candy,
hall-yarn coneaction with a Sty-
rofoam head and ghoulish grin,
But it was the haked goods
tabile that, for me, inspired the
muost awee, The offerings woere not
Just legion, but also astonish-
ingly well-wrapped: squares,
bars and cooliies were arrayed
on Royal Chinet plates or Styro-
feam travs, then mummified
in plastic wrap, the price and
a terse description (“pecan,”
“lemon"} written on masking
Lape on the oulside, Indeed,
the madeleine may have east
Proust back to his youth, bur it
ig the nanaime bar—char teoth-
achingly sweel layering of choeg-
late, bright vellow custard, coco-
nut and butter—that does the
rrick for me. I seemsa the perfect,
over-the-tap svmbol of the ex-
ceases of the face Fos and "oz,
Actually, if vou'd asled me
before my son started kindergar
ren, [ would have said that the
Bl sale was one of those plieno-

THE RECIPE

Though regular chocolate chips are delicious, milk
chocolate makes the cookies extra-sweet. Add flax
seeds, oatmeal and raisins for a thicker, heartior texture,
For special cocasions, use Smarties or M&Ms

¥ cup unsalted butter at room temperature
¥ cup granulated sugar

Y eup firmly packed brown sugar

1 tspvanifla

Tegg

1 cup all-purpose flour

i 15 salt

Ya tsp baking soda

¥ cup milk chocolate chips

1. Cream butter and sugar, add vanilla and egq
and beat until fluffy,

2. Mix flour, salt and baking soda together, then
add to the wet mixture, Stirchocelate chips in last,
3. Bake on an ungreased cookie sheet at 350°F
for10 o 12 rinutes.

mena thal vanished along with

home perms and the Bay City Rollers, But
like o many things Ive rediscovered since
having children (the public library, Satur-
clavy maonminigs), i didn’l ge vy acall,

In faet, the bale sale has simply changed
with the times, In Toronto, where public
efducation and rescurees for such "extraz”
az art, music and field trips have been curt
Lo thie quick and leachers are foreed Lo pay
ct of their own pocket for classroom sup-
plies, it's prevty mueh obligatory, {There
are even political hake sales these days,
thouwgh admittedly “Bale Back the White
Houze™ hazn't had a noticeable impact
on George Bush's reign,) Children have
changed, too, Modern kids, Thave learned,
have no time for fruiteale and won't touch
a lemon cheeseeake square, Instead, il's
all about cupealkes dreowned in sprinkiles,
eoolies studded with candy-coated choco-
lale and cales in the shape of sponges in
SOUIATE pants,
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But perhaps the more interesting thing
that has changed is the halers themselves,
The bake sales T lrequent now are staffed
and supplied by harried working parenis
jugsling abandoned knapsacks and lunch
Bags thal smell like sour mills, permission
slips smeared with choeolale iving in one
hand, cellphone and car keys in the other,
It's hard to imagine a group mare unlile the
prannies and housewives D remember, who
proudly offered up their specialty bar or
reputation-maldng picin the luorescent-
lit chureh baserment,

I wasn't privy to the palilics of the
chureh bazaae {though if my memory of
certain members of the congregation s any
gruiele, stubs and guill laps were part of it),
bt Timagine itwas so many pick-up sticks
compared to the owisted Tovels of ambiva-
lemee and self-reproach brought to the bale
aale tahle by the multi-tasking parents of
torday's sehoolehildren,



--------

There is a passage early on in Allison
Pearson’s much-ballvhooed nevel from a
Fevwe wears baek, T Don't Keeowe Hew She Dioes
It i which the main character, Face Feddy,
the frengied working mother of two smmall
childven, "islresses” a store-hought minee
pie in order to pass it off as homemade, Tt's
hilarious and absurd inequal measure and
just about sums up the contortions and
angst (iFnot the actions) of the modern par-
ent Taced wilh the spectre of the bake sale.
Most of us don't have the time or inclina-
tiom Lo whip up a bateh of snickerdoodles
in the micelle of a busy worloweel: but feel
gilly buying scmething ey not just malac
adomation?) ane guilt-ridcen if we don't
contribute anvthing at all, Told owver and
cver dgadn that ur nvolvenent ingue chil-
dren’s edueation has a direct relacionship
to their suceess in school, it's ensy to feel as
though licde Felis is one chocolate chip
aweay from academic failure or exile to the
plaveround equivalent of Siberia,

Al to thiz the resentment and suspicion
directed toward those enviable creatures
whi embiace [he task, appearing bright-
eyed and Zen with a stack of reusable con-
Lainers loaded with homemade goodies,
their ¢hild's name and classroom embla-
somed on the bottorm in permanent marker,
A sentiment seems o blow throngh the
embattled tribe that she (for it is usually
a mom; dads get kudos for baking any-
thing) must have nothing better to do or is
sadeeply indenial that she fhinks she likes

to balke (and, presumabily, clean, cool and |

tened ta the needs of everyone but hersell).

It's as if the bake sale, with its linger-
ing feel of an earlier era, stirs up some
Petty Friedan-sryle outrage, along with a
hearty dollop of self-loathing, But even Lo
aotneone raised inan era when mothers
asserted their independence swith frozen
T% dinners md Pop=Tarts, it seems ke a
Lot of Freight to place on those plastic fold-
ing talles, Surely it's possilble tobade conk-
iea aned 51l be asellactualized woman—or
for thal matter, not do so and hold your
head up high an the schoolyard,

Ag for me, U've made peace wich mv sepia-
toned vision of the Bake Sale Lady ideal,
and contine o produce chocolate chip
cockios when my son's class hins its semi-
annual run al the table. And U'm not
ashamed to admit that 1, too, have made an
effort to appeal Lo the fiokle tstes of the
aist-century child, Before 1 pop the conkies
in the aven, T pieree the heart of the dropgsed
Batler with a Popsicle stick, so ence coolec,
thew can be enjoved stand-up style as a kind
af caolic-pop., Tdon'l wanl to boast, bul let's
quataay [ never go home with leftovers, END
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